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Die Jovis, 31 Januar, 1771. 


ORDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled; that the- thanks of this Houle 
be, and are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of CAR“ 
LISLE for the Sermon by him preached before this Houſe 
Yeſterday in the Abby Church Weſtminſter, — And he is 
hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed 
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DANIEL ii. part of the 20th and 21ſt verſes, 


BLESSED BE THE NAME OF GOD FOR EVER AND 
EVER; FOR WISDOM AND MIGHT ARE HIS: HE 


. 


4 CHANGETH THE TIMES AND THE SEASONS; HE 

3 REMOVETH KINGS, AND SETTETH UP KINGS, 

* 

1 H EsE words are part of the prophet Daniel's 
= 3 i 

1 % thankſgiving to God for a very extraordinary 


favour granted to himſelf and his three friends 
on their united prayers. The occaſion was this. 
Nebuchadne xzar king of Babylon, ſolicitous to know what | 
would become of his kingdom after him, had a ſurpriſing 
dream, which made ſo deep an impreſſion that it con- 
tinued © to trouble his ſpirit”, when the ſubſtance of it was 
forgot. In order to be ſatisfied about the ſubject of his late 
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anxiety, he ſummons all his magicians and aſtrologers, 


who pretended to foretel future events, and commands them, 
upon pain of death, to-ſhew him both the dream itſelf, 
and the interpretation of it.. On their excuſing themſelves 
from the former part of his demand, as being what ** no 
* man on earth could perform, no king, lord or ruler 


& ever did require,” he condemns them to be cut to pieces; 


among whom Daniel alſo and his fellows were ſought for, 
to be ſlain. To prevent the ſudden execution of this ſen- 
tence Daniel goes in unto the king, promiſing, if he 
would give him time, to explain the whole“: and in the 


next place, calls on his companions to. join with him in. 
« defiring mercies of the God of Heaven concerning this 


« ſecret, that they ſhould not . periſh with the reſt 
„ of the wiſe men of Babylon f. To. which requeſt 
God is pleaſed to give an immediate anſwer, and reveals 
this great ſecret in a night-viſion to Damelj, Who, 
thereupon, in the words of my text, grounds a general ac- 
knowledgment of God's infinite wiſdom and power, by. 


which he governs the whole world and the kingdoms in it, 


and directs the ſeveral periods and revolutions of it, ſo-as 
to make all things work together for the good of his crea- 
tures. 


* V. 16. + V. 17, 18. t V. 19. 
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tures and his own glory. Blefſed be the name of God. 
for ever and ever, for wiſdom and might are his”, 
i. e. (according to that emphatical phraſe in the original) 
inhere in, and are derived from him alone: He changeth 
* the times and the ſeaſons,” or rather, directs the ſeaſon- 
able times and opportunities of action; “ he removeth 
kings and ſetteth up kings,” he putteth down one go- 
vernment, and raiſeth up another. Thus his wiſdom and 


> . might appear in ordering the moſt important, critical 
t 2 affairs in this world; effecting them, does not more de- 
6 monſtrate the greatneſs of his power, than the manner of 
5 diſpoſing them, does the extent of his wiſdom ; of both 
which, this dream of Nebuchadnezzar, then revealed to 
Daniel, was a very remarkable inſtance, pointing out a 
ſucceſſion of the four great monarchies under which God's 
people ſhould be ſometime ſubject, and which were to 
prepare the world for the everlaſting kingdom of his. 
* Chriſt. | 


Thus much ſeem'd neceſſary to explain the deſign 
and import of the words before us; which contain a clear 
proof of what we uſually mean by a particular providence 
inſpecting and. over-ruling the affairs of mankind; the 


truth 


i 24. THE GROUNDS OF 1 
ee eee 1 
| truth of which doctrine I ſhall endeavonr to illuſtrate, and # 
| apply to the occaſion: of this day's ſolemnity. 4 | 
| That the infinite wiſdom and almighty power of God 4 
| have conſtantly been exerciſed upon this world and the 'Y 
creatures in it; that there is a general providence preſiding 4 : 
over and preſerving the whole, has commonly been al- [ 5 
lowed by the ſober part of mankind, and defended by fuch b 
as call themſelves Chriſtians: But farther, that this divine 1 


| efficiency extends to the particular thoughts and wills of C 

men, that it influences all their actions and affairs, is not 

ſo readily granted. And though this point may ſeem an j 
evident conſequence of the former, yet it has been judged _ | 
by ſome very ſerious perſons to be incapable of proof, by 
others void of probability. 


They object that nothing like this appears in fact, and 
that it does not ſeem neceſſary to be ſuppoſed. It has been, 
ſay they, the juſt obſervation of the wiſeſt of men, that in 
the moral world © all things come alike to all, and there 

ig one event to the clean and to the unclean, to him that 
. ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth not.“ So that ** no 
* man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before 


is him,” 
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te him.” Nay we ſee the righteous often perſecuted for 
their very righteouſneſs ſake, and the wicked triumphing 
in and by their wickedneſs ; and hence infer that ſucceſs 
or diſappointment in worldly affairs is a very dangerous 
rule'to judge of others by; and nothing more uncertain 
than to form' a notion of our own ſtate in the divine favour 


or diſpleaſure from the lot that may befall us in this 
life, | | 


As to the natural world, that ſeems to be ſubjected to 
certain regular laws, impreſs'd upon all matter at its firſt 
formation, and never to be alter'd but upon ſome moſt ex- 
traordinary account, requiring the manifeſtation of God 
himſelf, and a ſolemn appeal to the ſenſes of men ; which 
is what we properly ſtyle a mracle ; and which was not 
to be expected after the laſt revelation made by our Saviour 
and his apoſtles, had been ſufficiently promul ged and eſta- 
bliſh'd in the world. With regard to the ſudden changes 
and ſurpriſing revolutions of government, though the vul- 
gar, ignorant of the various grounds of action, generally 
aſcribe them, as they do every thing they cannot account 
for, to the immediate hand of God; yet in theſe do the 
ſame ſecondary cauſes univerſally preſide; men being left 
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here to the guidance of their own reaſon, in the uſe of the 
fitteſt means of promoting their ſortunes, as well as of 
6 their lives. 


On all which accounts it is concluded to be neither mat- 
ter of fact, that God does, nor of neceſſity that he ſhould, 


ever immediately influence the affairs of mankind in this 


preſent world. 


Having thus fully ſtated the objections againſt a parti- 


cular providence, in the remaining part of this diſcourſe, 


I ſhall endeavour to anſwer them, by ſhewing the reaſon- 
ableneſs and the neceſlity of ſuch a providence ; and prov- 
ing its exiſtence both from the Old and New Teſtament. 


Firſt, let us conſider how God may be conceived to in- 
fluence the natural and moral world; and ſecondly, why we 
ought to believe that he does influence them both. 


As to the former ſyſtem, it is plain that he may foreſee the 
effects that flow from any combination of thoſe powers and 
properties of matter and motion which he himſelf at firſt 
eſtabliſhed, and with the ſame eaſe govern all their laws, 

which 
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which ſtill depend upon him for their operation. He may 
ſecretly aſſiſt or impede, quicken or retard that operation, 
wholly, or in any part ; as well as viſibly ſuſpend and ſtop 
it. As to the latter, he muft as certainly know the ſeveral 
ſprings which actuate the human mind, and ſee their 
workings in each ſituation ; fince that is alſo ſettled, and 
theſe equally fuſtained by him. Nor can he be lefs able 
to incline the thoughts of men, and influence their wills 
and actions, by ſuggeſting the proper motives, and fetting 
them in a proper light ; by holding ſome in view, or by 
diverting and withdrawing others. All this, I fay, God 
muſt be allowed to know and do, fince we are in a great 
meaſure capable of it ourſelves : and ſomewhat more than 


this, ſomewhat above our reach, may ſurely be conceived 


to lie within his power ; namely, the ſtrengthening or im- 
pairing ſuch of our faculties themſelves as are employd 
in the perception, „judgment, or remembrance of theſe no- 
tices; the heightening or abating of their force upon the 
paſſions ; and the like. By theſe means may he move and 
turn the hearts of men conſiſtently with the original pow 
ers that he has given them, and thereby bring about con- 
fiderable alterations in that part of the world which more 
immediately depends upon them. And ſecondly, that he 
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muſt in ſome ſuch method interpoſe, and act upon both 
parts of the world, the ſpecial ends of his government 
require, and all the duties which are enjoin'd us with re- 


ſpect to him, evidently imply. For were the one of theſe 


left wholly to itſelf, it could not poſſibly comport with, 
or be conformed to the other; Were the laws of nature 
abſolutely fix'd and unalterable, they could not ſuit the 
varying tempers, nor ſupply the ſeveral exigencies, nor in 


any reſpe& anſwer the different merits. and demerits of 


free rational agents. They would not be ſufficient to 
withſtand the violence of reigning vice and impiety, nor 
able to ſecure the intereſts of oppreſſed virtue, or uphold 
the eſtabliſhment of true religion in the world. And 
what room would there be left for the particular duties of 
faith, hope, and truſt in God ; for obedience and ſubmiſ- 
ſion to his holy will; for either dreading his juſtice, or 
loving and rejoicing in his mercy; for offering up our 
prayers or praiſes ;—in ſhort, for any kind of duty and 
devotion towards him,—unleſs we really believe that he has 
the diſpoſal of events, and that he will dire& them for our 
benefit? And though indeed God has been pleaſed not 
to appoint an equal diſtribution of good and evil, an exact 


_ diſcrimination between the juſt and unjuſt here (which is 
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all that the wiſe man intended by his obſervation)- which 
was neither neceſſary for, nor well conſiſtent with a time 
of trial, ſuch as ours manifeſtly is; and which would have 
deprived us of our chief argument for a future ſtate : yet 
on the other hand, there are as good reaſons why he 
ſhould not let every thing go at random, or continue ab- 
ſolutely and unalterably fixed, in this preſent world, and 
thereby leave no manner of diſtinction between the r:gbteous 


and the wicked, between him that ſerveth God, and him 


that only ſerveth himſelf. For as the other procedure 
would prevent the exerciſe of moſt virtues, by leaving them 
no opportunities 3 ſo this would deſtroy the very exiſtence of 
them all, by withdrawing their ſupports. If the conſe- 
quences of a long courſe, whether of vice or virtue, were 
to all appearance equal and indifferent; or if a wicked 
world were permitted always to triumph in its wickedneſs, 
and none but the villain proſpered ; what would encou- 
rage or enable any one to perſevere in his integrity, to per- 
fiſt in that which proved at once ſo unprofitable and un- 
pleaſant to him, and not rather reſign all to chance or 
fate? Who would not be forced either to run along with 
the multitude, or to lie down alone in deſpair? If every 
thing went on in an uninterrupted courſe, and all endea- 
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vours to withſtand the torrent of iniquity proved as vain 
as an attempt to ſtop the tide, or ſtay the moon, who would 
not be tempted to imagine that blind neceſſity, or ſome 
weak and capricious principle preſided in the world, rather 
than an infinitely wiſe and all powerful God ? 


Farther, publick and national crimes, whether againſt 
natural or revealed religion, require as publick, general 
judgments to preſerve a ſenſe of, and regard for either. 
And notwithſtanding God has appointed another day, 
wherein he will fully and finally judge the world, and. 
that day may be ſufficient to do right to each individual ; 
yet is the caſe very different with mankind conſidered in their 
ſocial ſtate, under a public or a national character; which 
equally deſerves regard, and more immediately demands a 
treatment ſuitable to their reſpective ſituations, in order to 
maintain the dignity, or even ſupport the exiſtence of di- 
vine worſhip under ſome ſtated forms ; or to keep up the 
face of public virtue, decency and honour. And accordingly 


we find in all ages that whenſoever in either of theſe re- 


ſpects a nation is grown openly flagitious, and has filled up 
the meaſure of its iniquity,” then does God as openly pour 
down the vialsof his wrath” upon that people; in which 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe he is alſo ſaid to“ viſit the ſins of the fathers on their 
% children”. [which likewiſe is the caſe more or leſs in each 
well conſtituted human government] though in the other, 


in their own private, perſonal capacity, every one aſſuredly 
f ſhall “ bear his own burden”, 


That ſuch in fact has been the conſtant method of Divine 
Providence will appear more fully under the next head, 
where we are to eſtabliſh the ſame point from ſcripture. 


The hiſtory of the Old Teſtament is properly a hiſtory 
of divine providence, and itſelf a moſt ſignal inſtance of it. 
It contains ſo many remarkable evidences of a ſpecial in- 
terpolition in the government of one peculiar people (who 
{i yet do not appear in themſelves to have any thing very ex- 
| traordinary above all other people) as ſeems to ſet theſe up 
for ſigns and examples to the reſt of mankind, in order to 
direct them how to receive and interpret all occurrences ; 
namely, as coming from the ſame hand, though not in ſo 
very open, viſible a manner. There we find the Jews con- 
ſtantly enjoying proſperity, health, peace and plenty, juſt 
as the true religion flouriſhed amongſt them; and as con- 
ſtantly viſited with afflictions, with the peſtilence, or 
famine, or the ſword, whenever they relapſed into idolatry. 
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There we meet with various teſtimonies of the fervent 


prayer of even one eminently righteous man availing to 
derive either extraordinary mercies, or immediate judg- 
ments from heaven on the whole nation. Such as Elias, 
Aja, JehoJaphet, Hezekiah, Daniel, and the like. Again, 
every prophecy, with its completion recorded in the Old 
Teſtament, is a proof both of God's foreſeeing and directing 
the thoughts and acts of men. Relating things to come 
many ages after, which depended on the determination of 
free agents; and predictions of their crimes and vices, to 
which they could be no otherwiſe determined than by 
their own free choice, theſe are of ſuch a nature that they 
can have none but God omniſcient for their author. Be- 
ſide the many clear prophecies recorded of the Meſſiah, 
who was foretold from the beginning of the world, and 
at length the ſeveral circumſtances of his birth, life, death 
and reſurrection moſt exactly deſcribed ; beſide the nu- 
merous predictions concerning the forementioned //raelites, 
every period of whoſe hiſtory was very particularly related 


long before; we find that God has alſo ſpoken by the ſame 
_ prophets, © at ſundry times and in divers manners,“ con- 


cerning moſt other kingdoms of the earth. Thus after 
the deſtruction of the whole earth had been foretold by 
Neoab, 
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Noah, he declares the future condition of his three 
ſons who were to re-people it. Thus did Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob delineate the fortunes of their lateſt deſcendants, 
Jew and Gentile. Thus Balaam, himſelf a Heathen, by a 
divine impulſe, foretels the fate of the four Heathen na- 


tions, the Moabites, the Edomites, the Kenites, and the 


Amalekites, as well as the conqueſts of the Macedonians 
and Afrians: and thus do the ſucceeding prophets pre- 


dict either the deſtruction of the ſeveral chief cities round 


them, as of Babylon, Tyre, Sidon; or the more diſtant riſe 
and glory of ſome future monarchy, ſuch as Nebuchadnezzar 
and Darius, Alexander and Cyrus; the laſt of whom was 
expreſsly named with the title of God's anointed, in a pro- 
phecy above two hundred years before its accompliſhment, 
and all of them deſcribed in a ſeries perfectly hiſtorical by 
our prophet Daniel. Thus, together with him, all the 
prophets bear witneſs to the exiſtence and continual exer- 
ciſe of the divine wi/dom and might, and by their very office 
proclaim that © the eyes of the Lord are over all his works 
* and that his dominion reaches unto theendsof the earth”. 


From the ſame hiſtory we learn, that things which ſeem 
to depend upon the moſt irregular cauſes, are yet under 
E the 
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the ſame order and direction. Innumerable inſtances oc- 
cur, where ſeeming accidents, and in all human appear- 
ance very trivial ones, have under the divine conduct given 
birth to the moſt conſiderable events. By how many ſuch 
ſeeming contingencies was Jeſeph advanced to a place in 
Pharoh's throne, for the preſervation of his. own people ? 
and Mzfes raiſed up to bring them back again out of Egypt, 
and David preſerved to rule over them, and Efther pre- 
ſented to king Ahaſuerus to deliver them from deſtruction? 


But ſince the objection is chiefly levell'd againft ſuch 
interpoſitions under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, let us add 
a few of thoſe proofs that occur in the New Teſtament, 
which are equally full and clear in each particular. Thus 
is God's omniſcience declared*, ** known unto God are alt 
his works, from the begining of the world,” and apply'd 
to that great myſtery, the call of the Gentiles, which both 
in its prediction and accompliſhment is here alſo ſaid to 
be the doing of God F. The ſufferings and death of Chriſt 
were brought about more immediately by the treachery 
of Judas and the malice of the Jews, yet is he ſaid to be 


* x Acts xv. 18. + V. 17. 
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delivered up to them * by the determined council 
and foreknowledge of God“. 


The appointment of one to ſucceed Judas in the apoſtle- 


| ſhip is made by caſting of lte, and yet the ſame all- 


knowing God is appealed to in it, and the whole own'd 
to be his own choice f. 


And as the greateſt events are not above his guidance, 
ſo neither are the leaſt, moſt inconſiderable, things below 
his notice. The herbs and flowers of the field, the fowls 
of the air, the very hairs of our head, are number'd. We 
are frequently aſſured, that all things, cauſes, circum- 
ſtances, are in the hand of a moſt faithful Creator, and will 
by him be ſo directed as to work together for good to 
them that love him ; — and therefore we are, in the laſt 
place alſo commanded to believe, hope, and put our truſt 
in him, and in him only ; to offer up our conſtant, warm 
devotions to him for whatever we expect, or now enjoy; 
to be careful, or anxiouſly ſolicitous, for n9thing, but “ in 


* Ads ü. 23. iv. 28, + Acts i. 24. 
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every thing by prayers and ſupplications, with thankſ- 
giving, to let our requeſts be made known unto God.“ 


Thus perfectly do the two revelations agree together, 
and confirm each other, in proclaiming this great truth, 


which reaſon had before ſuggeſted, namely, that God's 
immediate ſuperintendency and moſt particular pro- 
vidence is continually exerciſed over all his works; 
that he © appointeth the ordinances of heaven and earth, 
* and doth according to his will” in each of them; that 
all © the powers that be“ are, in this ſenſe, © ordained of 
God,“ who is © the bleſſed and only” ſupreme **potentate, 
*© the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords“. 


To cite particular paſſages in confirmation of the ſame 
doctrine would be endleſs. 
I ſhall therefore proceed, in the laſt place, to apply it te 
the ſad occaſion of this day's ſolemnity. 


If then there be a particular providence ordering the 
affairs of this world, then ſurely we ſhould look a little 


* Phil. iv. 6. 
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beyond ſecond cauſes, and lift up our eyes to the original 
diſpoſer of them; we ſhould with all humility enquire 
what he may chiefly intend by each remarkable event, and 
what he would have us learn inthe commemoration of it. 


We ought in a particular manner to reflect upon thoſe 
crying ſins which uſually call down his heavy judgments 
on a land ; ſuch more eſpecially as once attended on this 
day ; the hiſtory. whereof is too well known to need ex- 
plaining in this place. Nor are we leſs acquainted with the 
cauſes that immediately produced them among the bulk of 
the people, at and ſome time before this fatal period: 
namely, an eager impatience of reſtraint and diſcipline, a 
reſtleſs ſpirit of diſobedience'to all order, law and govern- 
ment; a reſolution to ſuſpect and cenſure, to calumniate 
and expoſe every action and intention of all perſons placed 
in ſuperior ſtations. And I heartily wiſh it were leſs ob- 
vious to remark, that theſe ſamecauſes ſtill ſubſiſt among us, 
and in ſo high a degree, as may be juſtly apprehended to 
draw down the like, or greater vengeance on our heads. 
So far are we from having profited by former examples, 
that we have the very ſame principles and practices reviv- 
ed in church and ſtate, which upon this day completed the 
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deſtruction of them both; on one hand appears the ſame, 
or rather a more flagrant and avow'd contempt of every 
thing that is ferious and ſhould be held ſacred; on ano- 
ther, the very ſame wild enthuſiaſtic notions in religion 
are prevailing ; the ſame violent meaſures are purſued, and 
unſound maxims of civil policy too frequently advanced'on 
every hand. One cannot but obſerve the ſame notorious, 
or even a yet more undiſguiſed inſult upon Majeſty, and 
open ridicule of every ordinance divine or human; — that 
fuperior growth of Atheiſm and profaneneſs ; —thoſe bold 
attacks on the foundation and firſt principles of piety and 
virtue; - that enormous height of luxury, and'lewdneſs and 
corruption; that almoſt univerſal diffipation, and aban- 
don'd diſſoluteneſs, which it is difficult to parallel in 
hiſtory. 


When crimes like theſe become extenſive and predomi- 
nant, 'tis eaſy to foretel where they muſt end. When 


by ſuch ways any nation renders itſelf ripe for deſtructi- 


on, then does Divine Providence, concurring with and 
aiding natural cauſes, proceed to inflict the judgment 
ſuch a nation has deſerved, by raiſing up ſome foreign 
enemies to inſult and. invade it; or by permitting its own 
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unnatural ſons to weaken and diſtract it; or by both 
theſe together, which indeed uſually excite and inflame 


each other, CPE its decay, and haſtening its diſ- 


ſolution. 


What reaſon we have from appearances to expect that 
this may ſhortly be our caſe, unleſs prevented by a tho- 
rough reformation, happy would it be for us were we 


| wiſe enough to underſtand, and well enough diſpoſed to 


confider:—to diſcern the ſigns of the times,” and take 


due warning by what befell our forefathers, that the like 


iniquity may not prove our ruin ;—to propitiate Heaven 
for our own fins, and thoſe of the nation in general, by 
fincere, ſolemn acts of devotion to the ſupreme Ruler of 
heaven and earth ;—by a juſt deference, and willing obe- 
dience to thoſe in authority under him ;—by chearfully 
co-operating with them in the exertion of all that influ- 
ence with which he has entruſted us ;—by faithfully and 


ſteadily applying every lawful means for our deliverance. 


This 1s to anſwer the true end of ſuch Solemnities : 


when we trace each paſt evil back to its fource, in order, 


not to repeat the like, by reviving thoſe very feuds and 
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animoſities which once occaſion'd it; not to reflect ei- 
ther on thoſe private families, or ſects and parties which 
in their turns contributed to it: but rather unite in our 
endeavours to remove ſome part of thoſe calamities to 


which all of us ſtand expoſed :—to heal the wounds in 


our conſtitution, and caſt out that evil ſpirit of conten- 
tion and diviſion under which it has ſo frequently ſuffer- 
ed, and muſt always ſuffer ;—defirous to alleviate the 
cares of government by a candid interpretation of the mo- 
tives of our governors, joined to a free examination of 
their meaſures ;—ſtudious to lighten ſomewhat of the 
common load, inſtead of ſtriving to increaſe its weight, 


or undermine the powers that ſhould ſupport it ;—zea- 
| lous to ſtrengthen the hands of our moſt gracious Sove- 


vereign, that through the Divine aſſiſtance, which we 
ardently implore, he may be enabled to fave and defend 
us, no leſs from outward dangers and diſtreſſes, than 
from ſuch as are daily ſpringing up among ourſelves. 


Thus ſhall we make the due improvement of this im- 
portant doctrine, a particular Providence, and reap the 
benefits ariſing from a worthy contemplation of it. We 


| ſhall take the moſt effectual way of entitling ourſelves to 
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the Almighty's more immediate protection, and at length 
prevail to the withdrawing theſe his ſore judgments which 
ſeem now hanging over us, and whicli we have already 
felt in ſome degree. 

Then may we hope, that the ſame ever wiſe and gra- 
cious Governor of the world will vouchſafe to remove 
them, and other like evils, from this his often highly fa- 
voured Church and Nation, — reſtore the bleſſings of 
peace, health, and happineſs, both ſpiritual and temporal ; 


and finally eſtabliſh arid perpetuate them to us and our 
poſterity. 


Sera 
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